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NEWBURYPORT, MASSACHUSETTS 

School Committee Business Meeting - Amended 
6:30PM 
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SC Business Meeting Agenda April 29, 2025 
SC Business Meeting Agenda Notes April 29, 2025  ** amended
SC Warrant April 29, 2025 
SC Business Meeting Minutes April 7, 2025 FY26 Budget 
Policy DBG – Budget Adoption Procedures Capital Improvement Plan 
Detail Sheets 

High School Roof 
Nock Middle School Roof 
2025-2026 School Committee Meeting Schedule 

Draft - following regular schedule (Jan – June) 
Draft – following Wednesday schedule (Jan – June) 

Policy BE – School Committee Meetings 
Superintendent’s Report 



Newburyport Public Schools 
 

School Committee Business Meeting 
 

Tuesday, April 29, 2025     at 6:30PM 
 

Senior/Community Center, 331 High Street, Newburyport, MA 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83742961789?pwd=VlXmCwreaNpBHMbQFGaXGRNDlhP1y2.1 

Meeting ID: 837 4296 1789 
Passcode: 542833 

One tap mobile 
+16469313860,,83742961789#,,,,*542833# US 

 
The Mission of the Newburyport Public Schools, the port where tradition and innovation converge, is to ensure each student achieves 
intellectual and personal excellence and is equipped for life experiences through a system distinguished by students, staff, and 
community who: - practice kindness and perseverance - celebrate each unique individual - value creativity; experiential, rigorous 
educational opportunities; scholarly pursuits; and life-long learning - provide the nurturing environments for emotional, social, and 
physical growth - understand and embrace their role as global citizens. 
 

Please note: The listing of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair which may be discussed at the meeting. Not all 
items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law. The 
meeting will be televised locally live on Comcast Channel 9 & streamed via https://ncmhub.org/share/channel-9/. 
 

School Committee Business Meeting Agenda 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Public Comment 
 
3. *Warrant 4/29/25 – possible Vote 
 
4. *Meeting Minutes 4/7/2025 – possible Vote 
 
5. Student Representative Report 
 
6. *FY26 Budget – possible Vote 

 
7. MSBA Accelerated Roof Project Update 
 
8. Northern Essex Community College - Whittier Technical High School Collaboration Study 

 
9. *2025 - 2026 School Committee Meeting Schedule – possible Vote 
 

10. Subcommittee Updates 
a. Finance Subcommittee – Brian Callahan 
b. Policy Subcommittee – Kathleen Shaw 
c. Communications Subcommittee – Sarah Hall 
d. Teaching & Learning Subcommittee – Breanna Higgins 
e. Superintendent Evaluation Subcommittee – Mayor Sean Reardon 

 
11. Superintendent’s Report:  Sewer Line Update and FY26 School Choice Update 
 
12. New Business 

 
 

*Possible Vote 
 
 
 

Adjournment 

** The School Committee reserves the right to call executive session, as provided under Chapter 30A, Section 21(a)(2), of the General 
Laws to discuss strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations, collective bargaining and/or potential litigation.  



Newburyport Public Schools 

School Committee Business Meeting  

April 29, 2025     at 6:30PM 

Sr./Community Center, 331 High Street, Newburyport, MA 01950 

AGENDA NOTES 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83742961789?pwd=VlXmCwreaNpBHMbQFGaXGRNDlhP1y2.1 

Meeting ID: 837 4296 1789    Passcode: 542833 
One tap mobile   +16469313860,,83742961789#,,,,*542833# US 

Dial by your location:  • +1 646 931 3860 US      • +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 

The listing of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair which may be discussed at the meeting. Not all items listed may in 
fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law.  The meeting will be 
televised locally live on Comcast Channel 9 or stream via https://ncmhub.org/share/channel-9/.  

School Committee Business Meeting Agenda 
3. *Warrant 4-29-25 – possible Vote

4. *Meeting Minutes 4/7/2025 – possible Vote

5. Student Representative Report:  NHS student representative will provide the report.

6. *FY26 Budget – possible Vote
Superintendent Sean Gallagher will review the proposed FY26 Budget, which reflects a 2.96% City 
Appropriation and 1.27% Overall increase from last year’s budget, in accordance with Policy DBG – 
Budget Adoption Procedures. (attached) 

7. MSBA Accelerated Roof Project Update
Facilities Director James McSweeney will provide an update regarding the roof projects for the High 
School and Nock Middle School. 

8. Northern Essex Community College - Whittier Technical High School Collaboration Study
Mayor Sean Reardon will discuss the recent feasibility and planning study completed by the University 
of Massachusetts Donahue Institute (UMDI) that explores the potential for a shared campus between 
Northern Essex Community College (NECC) and Whittier Regional Vocational Technical High School. 

9. *2025 - 2026 School Committee Meeting Schedule – possible Vote
School Committee will review a 2025-2026 meeting calendar created following the regular meeting 
schedule in accordance with Policy BE – School Committee Meetings, as well as a calendar using 
Wednesdays.  (attached) 

10. Subcommittee Updates
a. Finance Subcommittee – Brian Callahan
b. Policy Subcommittee – Kathleen Shaw
c. Communications Subcommittee – Sarah Hall
d. Teaching & Learning Subcommittee – Breanna Higgins
e. Superintendent Evaluation Subcommittee – Mayor Sean Reardon

11. Superintendent’s Report:  Sewer Line Update and FY26 School Choice Update (attached)

12. New Business

FYI: Upcoming Dates:    Communications Subcommittee meeting:  Thursday, May 1 @ 4:30PM ** correct meeting time** 
 School Committee Business Meeting: Monday, May 5 @ 6:30PM
 Early Release Day:  Friday, May 9
 Policy Subcommittee meeting:  Monday, May 12 @ 7:00PM
 Superintendent’s Advisory Council meeting:  Tuesday, May 13 @ 6:30PM
 FINCOM meeting:  Thursday, May 15 @ 8:00AM
 SEPAC meeting: Thursday, May 15 @ 6:00PM
 Teaching & Learning Subcommittee meeting:  Tuesday, May 20 @ 6:30PM 

*Possible Vote
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NEWBURYPORT SCHOOL COMMITTEE  

PUBLIC HEARING & BUSINESS MEETING 

Senior/Community Center, 331 High Street, Newburyport, MA 01950 

 

April 7, 2025 
 

PUBLIC HEARING - FY26 BUDGET 
 
Present: Mayor Sean Reardon, Juliet Walker, Sarah Hall, Brian Callahan, Breanna Higgins, 

Kathleen Shaw and Andrew Boger 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Sean Reardon called the School Committee FY26 Budget Public Hearing to order at 6:30 PM. 
Roll call found all members present.  All those present stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.  At this 
point in the meeting, Juliet Walker took over. 
 
 
FY26 BUDGET PRESENTATION 
Superintendent Sean Gallagher presented the proposed NPS FY26 budget, beginning with a 
review of various challenges the district is facing.  He provided an overall budget summary and is 
confident with the budget projections, presenting a 3.24% increase of the City Appropriation and a 
1.25% increase in the overall FY26 budget. 
 
The Superintendent reviewed FY26 sources of funds, as well as the budget book notes and the 
detailed pages for each of the cost centers.  A budget vote will occur at the next School Committee 
Business meeting on April 29th. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There was no Public Comment at this time. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT OF PUBLIC BUDGET HEARING 
Motion: 
On a motion by Mayor Sean Reardon and seconded by Sarah Hall it was 

VOTED: To adjourn the Public Budget Hearing Meeting at 7:23 PM. 
Motion Passed Unanimously  
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SCHOOL COMMITTEE BUSINESS MEETING 
April 7, 2025 

 
Present: Mayor Sean Reardon, Juliet Walker, Sarah Hall, Brian Callahan, Breanna Higgins, 

Kathleen Shaw and Andrew Boger 
 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
Vice Chair Juliet Walker called the School Committee Business meeting of the Newburyport School 
Committee to order at 7:24 PM.  Roll call found all members present.  
 
 
Public Comments 
Tom Shanley 14 Maple Terrace, Newbury (School Choice) 
Spela Trefalt, 35 Hancock Street, Newburyport (Camp Jewell) 
 
 
Warrant: 
Motion: 
On a motion by Brian Callahan and seconded by Mayor Reardon it was  
 VOTED: to approve the Warrant in the amount of $711,928.10 as presented. 
 
Motion Passed 
 
 
Minutes 
Motion: 
On a motion by Mayor Sean Reardon and seconded by Breanna Higgins it was  

VOTED: to adopt the minutes from the March 17, 2025 School Committee meeting as 
presented. 

 
Motion Passed 
 
 
NHS Overnight Field Trip 
High School Principal Andy Wulf provided background on the overnight field trip request to Worcester 
Poly Tech in Worcester, MA from June 8 to June 13th to participate in a Sailbot Robotics competition.  
Cost of the trip is appx. $62 per student, and costs were offset by proceeds earned from the dessert 
auction in the fall. 
 
Motion: 
On a motion by Mayor Reardon and seconded by Breanna Higgins it was  

VOTED: to approve the Sailbot Robotics overnight field trip in accordance with Policy JJH – 
Student Overnight or Late Night Travel. 

 
Motion Passed 
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NEF Request to name a 2nd floor classroom at the Bresnahan for Mrs. Jean Kirkpatrick 
Mayor Reardon explained that the Institution for Savings would like to donate $10,000 to the 
Newburyport Education Foundation for the purpose of naming a 2nd grade classroom at the Francis T. 
Bresnahan Elementary School in honor of former longtime elementary school teacher, Mrs. Jean 
Kirkpatrick.  The NEF is seeking the school committee’s approval to move forward. 
 
Motion:. 
On a motion by Mayor Reardon and seconded by Sarah Hall it was  

VOTED: In accordance with Policy FF – Naming New Facilities, to approve naming a 2nd 
grade classroom at the Francis T. Bresnahan Elementary School in honor of Mrs. 
Jean Kirkpatrick, a former longtime elementary school teacher. 

 
Motion Passed 
 
 
CREST 
Superintendent Gallagher provided a brief background of Crest Collaborative.  He also explained that 
the main purpose of amending the Articles of Agreement is to allow Crest’s Board of Directors to set 
non-member rates at a higher amount. 
 
Motion: 
On a motion by Sarah Hall and seconded by Mayor Reardon it was  

VOTED: to approve the amendments to CREST’s Articles of Agreement as approved by 
CREST’s Board of Directors on March 12 and 26, 2025. 

 
Motion Passed 
 
 
Collective Bargaining Agreement between IA Union and NPS – 9/1/2025 – 8/31/2028 
School Committee members and Superintendent Gallagher thanked the IA’s and members of the 
negotiation team for all their hard work.  (note:  amend agenda to reflect correct contract date range) 
 
Motion: 
On a motion by Sarah Hall and seconded by Brian Callahan it was  

VOTED: to approve the MOU between the Newburyport Instructional Assistants 
Association and Newburyport School Committee for September 1, 2025 through 
August 31, 2028. 

 
Motion Passed 
 

Roll Call Vote 

School Committee Member Vote 
Mayor Sean Reardon Yes 
Juliet Walker Yes 
Andrew Boger Yes 
Brian Callahan Yes 
Breanna Higgins Yes 
Kathleen Shaw Yes 
Sarah Hall Yes 
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Superintendent Contract / Compensation 
Juliet Walker explained the proposal to increase the Superintendent’s salary by 3%, retroactive to 
July 1, 2024, bringing his salary to $205,377.  This salary increase would be consistent with what has 
historically been done every year since 2022. 
 
Motion: 
On a motion by Breanna Higgins and seconded by Brian Callahan it was  

VOTED: to increase the Superintendent’s salary by 3%, retroactive to July 1, 2024. 

Motion Passed 
 
 
Finalist Recommendation – Director of Finance and Operations 
Superintendent Sean Gallagher noted this was a comprehensive search process and thanked 
everyone on the hiring team for their hard work.  The Superintendent reviewed the background and 
experience of the finalist, Ethan Manning. 
 
Motion: 
On a motion by Sarah Hall and seconded by Brian Callahan it was  

VOTED: to accept the recommendation of the hiring committee to hire Ethan Manning as 
the Director of Finance and Operations, and move forward to start negotiations for 
a contract. 

Motion Passed 
 
 
School Choice 
Superintendent Gallagher announced the proposed school choice openings per grade for 2025-2026.  
As a reminder, he stated that the district is not increasing staff #’s to accommodate school choice 
openings.  Members support revisiting grades 11 & 12 for potential openings. 
The sibling policy was discussed.  Sarah Hall clarified that if there is a lottery, preference is given if 
there is a sibling already enrolled.  Members also discussed possible enrollment options available to 
a school choice student that forfeits their seat when they leave the district to study abroad. 
 
Motion: 
On a motion by Mayor Reardon and seconded by Sarah Hall it was  

VOTED: to accept the proposed school choice numbers for 2025-2026 consistent with 
Policy JFBB – School Choice. 

 
Grade Slots 
Grade 1 5 
Grade 2 5 
Grade 3 5 
Grade 4 5 
Grade 5 3 

Grade 6 10 
Grade 7 10 
Grade 8 10 

Grade 9 20 
Grade 10 5 
 
Motion Passed 
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School Committee Meeting Schedule 2025-2026 - Draft 
Juliet Walker reviewed the draft.  She explained that City Council adopted a new meeting schedule 
through the end of 2025 which conflicts with the school committee’s schedule.  Juliet has contacted 
City Council to possibly switch 10/6/25 and 11/17/25.  Mayor Reardon and Juliet Walker proposed 
changing the meeting day to Wednesday which could potentially avoid conflicts with City Council’s 
new schedule and help secure meeting space at the Senior/Community Center.  A new draft of the 
meeting calendar will be created using the 2nd and 4th Wednesday from January – June 2026. 
 

SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES 

Finance Subcommittee:  
Brian Callahan stated they will meet on April 17th. 
 
Policy Subcommittee:   
Kathleen Shaw stated they will meet next week (April 14th). 
 
Communications Subcommittee 
Sarah Hall stated they will meet on May 1st.  Meeting is currently scheduled 5-6PM, but she will follow 
up with members to potentially change this meeting to begin at 4:30PM. 
 
Teaching & Learning Subcommittee 
Breanna Higgins stated the next meeting will be held next week (4/15) 
 

Superintendent’s Evaluation Subcommittee:  have not met 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

NEASC Conference Presenters:  Superintendent Gallagher shared that a great team of four high 
school teachers were invited to present Newburyport’s Portrait of a Graduate (POG) work at the New 
England Association of Schools & Colleges conference.  This was a wonderful opportunity to present 
how NPS is bringing POG to life, and several districts are interested in visiting the high school to 
observe the work being done. 
 
Playful Learning Institute Workshop:  The Superintendent shared that a team of PK-3 teachers 
attended a 2-day workshop in Lowell as part of the Playful Learning Institute grant to learn about 
playful pedagogy and learning strategies. 
 
 

New Business 
 Kathleen Shaw reported that SEPAC will meet in-person at 6:00PM on April 17th in the Nock 

library. 
 Sarah Hall will be meeting next week with the group organizing the community cell phone 

dialogue. 
 Mayor Reardon noted that Newsies opens this week at the Nock. 
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Motion: 

On a motion by Juliet Walker and seconded by Mayor Reardon it was 
VOTED: to adjourn the Business meeting of the Newburyport School Committee at 8:24PM 

and move to Executive Session for the purpose of discussing strategy related to 
non-union contract negotiations and will not reconvene in open session. 

Motion Passed 
 
 

Roll Call Vote 

School Committee Member Vote 
Mayor Sean Reardon absent 
Juliet Walker Yes 
Andrew Boger Yes 
Brian Callahan Yes 
Breanna Higgins Yes 
Kathleen Shaw Yes 
Sarah Hall Yes 
 
 

 































































DBG - Budget Adoption Procedures

Adoption Date: 02/06/2017

Revision History: 10/02/2023

The district budget is adopted by the School Committee at the cost center level. Cost centers should 
represent appropriate levels of transparency to support the Committee’s role in overseeing goal 
implementation but still allowing for the daily work of the District to be the responsibility of the 
administration. Cost centers will be agreed upon by the Committee and administration.

All revenue sources are subject to adoption by the School Committee. The budget is adopted by a 
simple majority.

Upon approval by the School Committee, and inclusion in the Mayor’s annual budget, the City 
Council shall adopt the proposed operating budget, with or without amendments, within 45 days 
following the date the proposed budget is filed with the city clerk.  In amending the proposed 
operating budget, the City Council may delete or decrease any amounts except expenditures required 
by law, but except on the recommendation of the mayor, the City Council shall not increase any item 
in or the total of the proposed operating budget, unless otherwise authorized by the general laws. If the 
City Council fails to take action on any item in   the proposed operating budget within 45 days after its 
receipt, that amount shall, without any action by the City Council, become a part of the appropriations 
for the year, and be available for the purposes specified.

In addition to any other posting requirement under law, immediately after the submission of its 
approved school budget to the mayor, the School Committee shall cause it to be posted on the school 
department website. Said budget document shall remain posted there during the review process. The 
final school budget as enacted shall be posted on the school department's website and shall remain 
there at least throughout the fiscal year for which it is in effect. Said budget document shall specify 
any revisions made to reflect any action by the City Council and the mayor and it shall indicate that it 
is the final budget of the school department.

LEGAL REFS.: M.G.L. 71:34
City of Newburyport City Charter

Policy References:

LEGAL REFS.: M.G.L. 71�34

City of Newburyport Charter







School Committee Business Meeting Schedule 
2025 - 2026 

1ST DRAFT 
NOTES: 
School Committee Business Meetings are generally held on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month at 6:30 PM, unless date conflicts with City 
Council, a holiday or school vacation week.  (By city Charter, SC meetings shall not meet on the same day as a regular City Council meeting, 
except in case of an emergency.)  Meetings are held at the Senior/Community Center, unless otherwise noted in the calendar. 
*Exceptions to the rule:  *Tuesday, September 2 due to Labor Day; Monday, September 22 due to conflict with CC, *Tuesday, January 20 due to 
MLK holiday, *Tuesday, February 24 and Tuesday, April 28 due to school vacation weeks. 
 

DATE TIME INFO  DATE TIME INFO 
August 4, 2025 

 conflicts w/City Council 

4:00 -  

8:00PM 

Summer Retreat 

NHS Library 

 

Monday, January 5, 2026 
6:30PM 

 

Inauguration  ?? 
at City Hall - Council Chambers   

OR   a Business Meeting? 

August 18, 2025 6:30 PM Business Meeting  Tuesday, January 20, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 

Tuesday, Sept. 2,  2025 6:30 PM Business Meeting  February 2, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 

September 22, 2025 6:30 PM Business Meeting 
 

 Tuesday, February 24, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 
 

October 6, 2025 

conflicts w/City Council 
6:30 PM Business Meeting  

March 2, 2026 
Public FY27 Preliminary Budget 

Presentations 
6:30 PM Business Meeting 

October 20, 2025 6:30 PM Business Meeting  March 16, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 

November 3, 2025 6:30 PM Business Meeting  April 6, 2026 6:30 PM Public Hearing on Budget 
Business Meeting 

*tba     November date 

                6:30 PM 

Joint Meeting 
City Council & School Committee 

FY26 Budget 
(location = Senior/Community Center) 

 Tuesday, April 28, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 

November 17, 2025 
Conflicts w/City Council 6:30 PM Business Meeting  May 4, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 

December 1, 2025 6:30 PM Business Meeting  May 18, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 

December 15, 2025 6:30 PM Business Meeting  June 1, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 

    June 15, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 

* Meeting dates, times and/or locations may be changed, added or deleted throughout the year.     1st Draft 



School Committee Business Meeting Schedule 
2025 - 2026 

DRAFT 
NOTES: 
School Committee Business Meetings are generally held on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month at 6:30 PM.  In 2026, business meetings 
will switch to 2nd and 4th Wednesday.  Meeting date pattern will change if the date conflicts with City Council, a holiday or school vacation 
week.  (By city Charter, SC meetings shall not meet on the same day as a regular City Council meeting, except in case of an emergency.)  
Meetings are held at the Senior/Community Center, unless otherwise noted in the calendar. 
*Exceptions to the rule:  *Tuesday, September 2 due to Labor Day; Monday, September 22 due to conflict with CC, April 22 due to school 
vacation week. 
 

DATE TIME INFO  DATE TIME INFO 
August 4, 2025 

 conflicts w/City Council 

4:00 -  

8:00PM 

Summer Retreat 

NHS Library 

 
Monday, January 5, 2026 

Wednesday, January 14, 2026 
6:30PM 

6:30PM 

Inauguration  ?? 
at City Hall - Council Chambers   

Business Meeting? 

August 18, 2025 6:30 PM Business Meeting  Wednesday, January 28, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 

Tuesday, Sept. 2,  2025 6:30 PM Business Meeting  Wednesday, February 11, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 

September 22, 2025 6:30 PM Business Meeting 
 

 Wednesday, February 25, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 
 

October 6, 2025 

conflicts w/City Council 
6:30 PM Business Meeting  Wednesday, March 11, 2026 

 
6:30 PM 

Business Meeting 
Public FY27 Preliminary 

Budget Presentations 
October 20, 2025 6:30 PM Business Meeting  Wednesday, March 25, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 

November 3, 2025 6:30 PM Business Meeting  Wednesday, April 8, 2026 6:30 PM Public Hearing on Budget 
Business Meeting 

*tba     November date 

                6:30 PM 

Joint Meeting 
City Council & School Committee 

FY26 Budget 
(location = Senior/Community Center) 

 Wednesday, April 29, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 

November 17, 2025 
Conflicts w/City Council 6:30 PM Business Meeting  Wednesday, May 13, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 

December 1, 2025 6:30 PM Business Meeting  Wednesday, May 27, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 

December 15, 2025 6:30 PM Business Meeting  Wednesday, June 10, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 

    Wednesday, June 24, 2026 6:30 PM Business Meeting 

* Meeting dates, times and/or locations may be changed, added or deleted throughout the year.    Draft – using Wednesdays 



File: BE 

 
UPDATED POLICY 

BE: SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 
The School Committee will transact all business at official meetings of the Committee.  These 
may be either regular or special meetings, defined as follows:  
 

1. Regular meeting:  the usual official legal action meeting, held regularly 
2. Special meeting:  an official legal action meeting called between scheduled regular 

meetings to consider specific topics 
 
Every meeting of the School Committee, regular or special, will be open to the public unless an 
executive session is held in accordance with state law. 
 
Meetings  
 

a) The School Committee will meet on the first Monday of each month from August 
through June. The Committee will meet on the third Monday of the month, except in the 
month of July.  The Committee shall set a standard start time and location for these 
meetings during the first meeting of each new year. The Committee may, by a majority 
vote, and for good reason, change the date, place or time of the regular meeting. 
 

b) Special meetings will be scheduled when called by the Chairperson and/or their designee, 
requested by two or more members, or collectively agreed upon by a majority of the 
committee as the result of a discussion during a regular meeting or an executive session. 
The need for timeliness for such a meeting will be recognized when it’s scheduled. The 
notice of the special meeting shall state the reason for the meeting and shall be 
transmitted to each member and to the City Clerk at least two (2) business days, 
excluding weekends and holidays, prior to the time of the meeting. 
 

c) The Committee may, by a majority vote of those present, there being a quorum, adjourn 
any meeting to another date and time, and such meeting shall be deemed a continuation 
of the present meeting. The meeting shall be posted in the office of the City Clerk at least 
two (2) business days, excluding weekends and holidays, prior to the time of the meeting. 

 
d) The Committee may, by a majority vote, conduct a public hearing to ascertain public 

opinion on a subject that is before the Committee and shall, in any case, conduct a public 
hearing on the school budget in accordance with the law.  The Committee shall set the 
date, time, and place of such public hearing and shall establish rules for the conduct of 
such hearing. 
 

e) The Committee may meet from time to time for the purpose of receiving information and 
discussing matters pertaining to the educational program of the schools. Any such session 



shall be posted in the office of the City Clerk at least two (2) business days, excluding 
weekends and holidays, prior to the time of the meeting. 
 

f) Any duly-called meeting of the Committee may, for good and sufficient reason, be 
canceled or postponed by the Chairperson or the Vice-Chairperson. When the 
Chairperson or the Vice-Chairperson cancels or postpones a meeting, they shall inform 
the Superintendent, whose responsibility it shall be to notify the members. 

 
 
LEGAL REFS.:   M.G.L. 30A:18-25  
CROSS REFS.:   BEC, Executive Sessions;   

BEDA, Notification of School Committee Meetings 
 
Adopted: June 6, 2016 
Revised: May 15, 2023 

http://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/DocViewer.jsp?docid=37&z2collection=master
http://z2policy.ctspublish.com/masc/DocViewer.jsp?docid=38&z2collection=master


 

School Committee 
April 29, 2025 

Superintendent’s Report  

 

NHS Sewer Line Issue 

April 15, 2025:  Mr. McSweeney, the maintenance crew and DPS responded to a sewer line 
break Tuesday afternoon.  The team called the Rooterman Company, and they cleared the line 
to get it to flow again.  The front lawn needed to dry out, and the team cleared up the front lawn 
the next day Wednesday, April 16.  The good news: after further inspection the sewer line did 
not break; the backup was caused by a clog.  The grounds crew also cleaned up around the 
drain cover so it is easily identifiable for cars / tractors to avoid. 

 

School Choice Update 

We advertised our school choice openings and at this time we have had over 90 applications.  
School choice will remain open until 5pm on May 1st  We do anticipate a lottery  in most of the 
grades.  The lottery will take place on May 7th.  
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